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The Importance of Developing the Ability to Think Critically

[1] In an era of information explosion, it is vitally important
to develop the ability to think critically and make rational choices.
[2]) In today’s world, we have access to vast amounts of
information, data, facts and research than ever before, which
may be a blessing to some, but a nightmare to others. [3] A key
factor in managing such information overload is the ability to use
critical thinking skills.

[4]) For one thing, critical thinking skills are crucial to
making well-informed decisions in an age of information overload
and fake news. Making a decision solely on the basis of emotion or
gut instinct can result in unhealthy lifestyles, dire financial
circumstances or unsound investments. Critical thinking, on the
other hand, facilitates the development of informed, healthy
decisions based on facts rather than faulty assumptions and also
assists in sorting through extra noise. [5] For another, being able
to think critically will define one as a problem solver, who can see
things from multiple perspectives and come up with creative
solutions that others may not have considered.

[6] To sum up, it is important to develop critical thinking
skills so that we can form informed opinions and set ourselves apart

from our peers in a competitive environment.
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Listening Comprehension

Section A
Questions 1 to 4 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

M:

£

Welcome to the Book Club. Today’s guest is Susan Lane, the author of a new book on personal finances
that has already sold half a million copies. Hi, Susan, your book is extremely successful. Why do you think
that is?

: (1)1 think that’s because of my message, which is making happiness a priority over money. So many of us

in my generation have spent decades trying to earn more money, just to consume more, but it made us more
miserable.

: (2-1)You yourself were once caught in that cycle, working for two decades as an executive and earning a

high salary, but still accumulating debt.

: (2-2)1 most certainly was. I earned millions, but by the time I quit my job four years ago to become a

writer, I owed over $ 30,000.

: So how did you escape that pattern? And what would you advise other people to do?
: The first change is in what we value. We need to emphasize things that actually make us happy, like

relationships, the environment or even our hobbies. (3)Once we make the right things our priority, our
goals will change and so will our financial behavior.

M.: How does that translate into practical action? Can you give our audience examples of what you are talking

£

M.

about on an everyday basis?

: The major areas for action are usually housing, food and transportation. So people might share a home with

friends instead of living on their own, bring lunch from home instead of going to restaurants, and use public
transport instead of owning a car.

: (4)Those sound like major sacrifices. I could never share my home. I need my own space.
: But they aren’t sacrifices. When people change their values, their desires change. So in the example of

housing, if we value relationships, sharing a home isn’t depriving ourselves of space, but giving us an
opportunity to spend more time with our loved ones.
Indeed it is.

EREMR

1. What message does the woman convey in her
book?
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2. What do we learn about the woman before she
became a writer?
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3. What does the woman say about one’s financial
behavior?
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4. What does the man say about sharing a home?
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Questions 5 to 8 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
W: Thank you for inviting me to the gallery, Christopher. I haven’t visited here since your predecessor’s

retirement functioned.

M. Would you like to see the newest additions to our collection first, Catherine?
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: Are those the landscapes by Daniel Gregory? I absolutely adore her work.

: (5)This first piece was a gift to the gallery from the artist herself, and it’s quite exquisite.

: I love how she depicts the barren landscape. The colors complement each other perfectly.

You can sense the desolation in the picture. This piece was inspired by Gregory’s recent trek in the Gobi
Desert.

: And how did you obtain her other piece, over here?

: (6) It was purchased at auction by an anonymous collector who lent it to the gallery for display. This
composition is one of her most acclaimed paintings.

2s z2<zs

W It must have cost that collector a small fortune to purchase this.

M: Obviously. I can’t disclose the exact amount he paid, but it was substantial.

W: (7) There’s so much detail in this painting. I feel like I can really immerse myself in the scene. I
particularly like the symmetry created by the reflection of the mountain in the lake.

M: This particular piece was the one that was nominated for a Gateway Award. I was lucky enough to attend
the awards ceremony as Gregory’s guest.

W: So you know her personally. T assume she is an eccentric artist.

M. Quite the opposite. In fact, she’s not at all eccentric. (8)I would say she’s one of the most easygoing and
intelligent people I know.

W: I'd love to be able to meet her. There are so many questions I'd like to ask.

M: What a coincidence! I'm meeting her for dinner tonight. Would you like to come along?

W: I'd love to. Thank you.
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Section B

Questions 9 to 11 are based on the passage you have just heard,

Forgiveness is the release of resentment or anger. Forgiveness doesn’t mean reconciliation. We don’t have
to return to the same relationship, nor do we have to accept the same harmful behaviors from an offender. (9)
Forgiveness is vitally important for the mental health of certain victims. It propels people forward rather than
keeping them emotionally engaged in an injustice or trauma. Carrying the hurt or anger of an offense leads the
body to release stress chemicals. Eliminating the perpetual flow of those chemicals may also explain why
forgiveness provides physical health benefits.

There are scenarios in which forgiveness is not the best course. Sometimes the victim becomes more
empowered when they give themselves permission not to forgive. (10)Forgiveness can be challenging. This is
especially true when the offending party offers an insincere apology, or maybe they haven't offered anything at
all. However, it’s often the healthiest path forward. (11)It’s important to cultivate forgiveness by developing
compassion for the offender, reflect on whether the act was due to malicious intent, or whether it was caused
by challenging circumstances in the offender’s life.
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What about forgiving ourselves? We sometimes need to take responsibility for mistakes, but intense guilt
and shame aren’t a desirable outcome in the long run. Forgiving yourself may seem like an ambiguous process.
You can begin by acknowledging that you are at fault, take responsibility for the hurt you caused, then reflect
on why the event occurred. Draw the lessons you learned and try to avoid committing a similar offense in the
future.

ERIER
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propels people forward rather than keeping them 11. What should one do in order to forgive the
emotionally engaged in an injustice or trauma,{H offender?
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Questions 12 to 15 are based on the passage you have just heard,

The Glasgow subway first opened in 1896 as a cable-hauled system. It is generally recognized as the world’s
third underground railway, after London and Budapest. In its long history, it has never been expanded
remaining as a single loop line with a mere 15 stations. At its peak, it served the shipyard workers on the south
side of the city. (12)In the 1960s, there was a decline in the shipbuilding industry, and the popularity of private
transport grew. As a result, the subway saw a rapid decline in ridership.

(13)Tt ran with little further change until 1977 when its new operators closed it for major modernization
investment. Carriages were replaced, ventilation was improved, and the main depot was also renovated and
fitted with connecting tracks to replace the outdated crane transfer mechanism. The subway in its present form
reopened for operation in April 1980. Since its relaunch, the subway has seen a revival in its fortunes. DIt
serves as a viable alternative to other forms of transport and has gone a long way to alleviate traffic jams in the
city center. In 1996, the system reached an important milestone—100 years. To commemorate this special
event, the color scheme of the train carriages was updated.

(15)Recently, high-tech systems such as smart card ticketing machines and smart gates are used across all
subway stations. The smart card provides more convenient travel and passengers simply top up their cards and
tap them to get in and out the subway. Since its launch, the technology has been adopted by more than 100,000
subway customers.

ERER
12. What does the passage say about the Glasgow WA MIASE, BEREENO.
subway in the 1960s? 14. Why does the Glasgow subway remained
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13. Why was the Glasgow subway closed in 19777 stations in Glasgow nowadays?
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Section C
Questions 16 to 18 are based on the recording you have just heard,
If you visit the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, chances are you will remember the roadside or
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campground bears above all else. Bears are the most popular animals in a number of our national parks. In
these mountains, where the population of bears runs into the hundreds, opportunities to observe these large
wild animals are plentiful during the summer. (16) Since national parks are wildlife sanctuaries where no
disturbance of the native animals is allowed, years of protection have served to break down the wild bears’ fear
of humans. Now, instead of depending on their own resources for a living, many bears patrol park roads and
campgrounds. They give the garbage cans a frequent going over. An occasional offer of food from a park
visitor, an illegal and dangerous practice, makes beggars of them. Bears are very often hungry and since they
will feed on almost any kind of plant or animal, garbage is quite acceptable.

Feeding them, however, represents misguided kindness because the bears come to expect such generosity
from everyone and consequently, trouble could lic ahead. (17) Park rules prohibit the feeding of bears.
Violators are arrested. Every year, doctors who have offices near the park treat a number of cases of bear bites
and bear scratches. Some of the accidents have come about in strange ways. One man was in the process of
feeding two small cubs, when the mother bear appeared and insisted upon having some of the food. Shoving the
big bear aside with one hand, the man continued feeding the cubs when suddenly he was struck a fierce blow in
the face. A bear, prompted by the food that a lady kept offering to him, entered the car where the generous
person was sitting. Her efforts to push the bear out of the car resulted in injuries. A man required medical
attention after he applied a lighted cigarette to a bear’s nose. Another man tried to boost a bear into the front
seat of his car so that he might take a picture of a bear sitting beside his wife who was behind the wheel.

Because bears prefer roads and campgrounds, (18)the possibility of a hiker meeting up with a bear along
park trails is small, but there’s always that chance, for a bear seems to know if you are carrying a lunch-or a
candy bar. He may even insist on taking it.

BRI
16. What does the speaker say about the bears in | A) [¥E#HT] AW HHAR. A7) BI#$E &, £ B
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HILAR R C© . ®I TR BRI E D), s AT BE R AR RO SRR, B O BE 01T T SRR,
FAEPhERRE T LB, B X5k BEMEE 1R A1 B ERER 1Y, T B A8 vl BE
Wb BN ER B R RN B R ERER LSIRFERE, h N, YEE ARG IRIRETE
—5E PR , MOCHERR D) . N NEE B R IRAT RO TR A T BE SR
17. What does the speaker say about visitors feeding FEERYHKEN, FHILERNB).
bears in national parks?

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the recording you have just heard.

Why do we form opinions or attitudes about someone or something without really knowing much about
them? Just hearing something good or bad about a person, a place or thing can influence our opinions positively
or negatively. But letting the opinions of another person determine what our opinions will be is dangerous. as
Forming opinions about someone or something before really knowing them well is called prejudice. “Pre-”
means before and “-judice” refers to judgment. Hence, prejudice means to judge before having adequate
knowledge.

We can be prejudiced toward or against someone or something. In either case, we are only allowing
ourselves to see half of the picture. Very few people or things in this world are all good or all bad. Prejudiced
attitudes are usually based on myths, half truths or incorrect information, (20)and they are dangerous because
they can keep us from learning the truth about someone or something. People form prejudices against others for
many reasons—differences in their race, religion, gender or occupation. Prejudices keep people apart. They
keep us from really knowing and understanding each other.

We should feel proud of who we are and the group of people we represent. (21)If feelings of pndc begin to
turn to feelings of superiority when we think that our group or our beliefs are better than those around us,
however, then we begin to develop prejudiced attitudes that can be harmful. For example, the prejudiced
attitudes of one group may keep another group from attending certain schools, from living in any neighborhood
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they want, or from getting a job or a promotion. Extreme feelings of prejudice have caused the deaths of
innocent people. We are responsible for our own thoughts and opinions. When we let someone else tell us what
to think about someone or something, we are giving up some control of our own lives.

Before you form an attitude or opinion, find out for yourself about the person or the thing in question.
Sometimes we don’t realize that we hold prejudiced attitudes toward or against someone or something. We need
to carefully examine our lives and our fears, and to ask ourselves whether our attitudes come from our personal
knowledge and experience or from rumors and fear of the unknown. The good news about prejudice is that we
are not born with it. Prejudiced attitudes and opinions develop over time. But with education and knowledge,
we can replace our prejudices with cooperation and understanding.

ERIFR
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Questions 22 to 25 are based on the recording you have just heard,

(22)When [ started high school, it was a shock. T had spent eight years fighting my way to be the most
popular kid in the Catholic school student body. I had been a big, tough 8th grader and suddenly I was a lonely
9th grader bullied by the big, tough 12th grade seniors who ran the high school. I realized then that it’s nice to
strive for something, but that you also have to enjoy the moment you’re in and be happy where you are. Rock
and roll had always been an important part of my life. I remember my friends and I used to drive around until
the late hours of the nights listening to the music of Rock and Roll Legends. (23)During those teenage years, I
built friendships that I thought would last a lifetime. Most people that age think the same thing, but people
drift apart. Jobs, families and tragedies separate people from those lasting friendships.

The tragedy that separated me from my friends forever was the Vietnam war. A year after I graduated
from high school, I left for Vietnam. I came back, burned out, and tired, (24-1)as though I had lived 10
lifetimes in the short span of 14 months, the 14 months I was in the war. I couldn’t relate to the friends I had
had in high school. (24-2) They still seem childish, concerned with childish things that weren’t important to
me. I wasstill trying to cope with the death, destruction and evil T had seen in Vietnam. I felt like we had done
terrible things to innocent people there and in turn, I had seen terrible things done to my friends.

[ withdrew for my friends and started college. Then I quit college and took many different jobs. I spent a
lot of my time and money on alcohol and other drugs. Finally, in an effort to get my life going in the right
direction again, I sold everything and took what little money T had and bought myself an airplane ticket to
Israel. I went there to study history. While studying at Haifa University, I met my wife, who was also an
American student.

I now teach in a high school back in America. I look at my students and see them struggling with many of
the very things I struggled with many years ago. (25)As a teacher, I try to help them over the rough spots as
best I can.
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23. What did the speaker once think of teenage XBEEEME. REERN A,
friendships? 24. What do we learn about the speaker when he
A [FE) 4070 HET R, 4B (23), MHEE . R returned from the Victnam war?
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Part II Reading Comprehension
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AW RER", REE LM EZHEEHRL
BR g HAh S B T4, 2R T RS LM DA
RS EFIMEELSE. XERBERAL
s B0 A ) Ak R 2 T Aok b T R 0L, SO
A B 5 I A HD R AT FL R b T T K Y e T
HOBE e O T ; IR 35 & AL T A, X B R EE A
o ST AR K AR R R (R E IR
F th 32 B 23 HE DA S PR AR 0 S AT B A A3 R
F DOW T BEHERE , SHERR
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55.

D>

(4] T 9 kids solo viewing educational
videos 5& i B4 /\ B S —141]..

[Er] o, CEENBRE—MEH, 7B
— i, SRR, B IR SRR ES
HPBHRMWE “HF "HAHE. HETH, B
T H OB, BB 1E S BRR A R R, A
FhO,

GEsE) st B FiE s R ESHEY
BMIE “HF "R, BT ACE NS
EmiEE AR, MAESE T iTETF I X%
R BCHRER AT SR Bri fe — A48 Y, JE LA ER
RL R M — 2 B 45, 3R o sk B i (B B
A E T B A R P A LA, BOHERR
B e (A4 B A C© i F A S miE
TR, AR B b TR 57 1 24 ST B 6, B
HEpR DY,

[EArY T EY ages 2 to 5 Ef BB G —BHE
~J

[Eir] ERAE. (ERE BB,
T2 25 MR LE, 5 EZIERERE/
fIARAHAIRNFRER B LR, aFR
WRFREE, BT, 2 2 5 2 2ERtaT JLE
ATV R 2B N A S B A R R KRR
HHERND),

GBiSE) /o — B e —/4a ., 2 2 5 % Wb al
JLET LIRS 2 AN ANE S A EFRER
FEk, e ol AR i b B AR A T T E R 3 EE 2
M, BHERR AT e — B e — AR, IE
MEEFEGNETF -BWNE—H, ZiIEEHER
i B RES 5B R R P, S B ILFENE, W
EBEFAIUERAXHHIFHENT B %, ek
Bk BYIL; OB — B —ig i, N F2E5 %
RIS T L E, A iR R R A ATH se A
RIREHERD LR, mE R IR EmEE,
SCHR B B R R TN digital literacy “BUF
R R O,

(51-1) iR R AR R L s AR AL LB R 3 o, A — 2R R K 2 AL B T W e 19, AR 43X 2%

AN —rE R, TR AR 2 [ % 20l Wi IR % B R

(S1-2){HMA T , X R AE T o

EELBIE SRR 1999 SRl E YR A T IRARE ., (H8 T BB st R B L R A8# S 5,
AN RILENE S ERNIE ST T T R E R REIT .
(52-1) X WH A6 07 #F » R IR S XA H4F Sh B LB A #R I3 GO SR 3 A P 28 1) 5 1 Y

HAtb A o B bR AR, TR I T — 2 SEAR G SE o B A L
EEILBETRIAN 18 AU THRILANESERE
GHREER, REFXEC LW INN “CR TR B S, 5 B MK = 5w E B A s H Al

T — N 5 B 180« SR AR

SRIRATAF AL BT S e 2 e A v M A B FALAIE A S

KE LB F2 I BA TR R B LA SE T RLAGKRE “XF 375 h AR A5 F FL S04 38 s — R ik
\ B, BH LMD TR 6 D H B ILS T3 ) _E BU S0 SR AR, 7E R B ARBAL
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XF 15 AP 2 & B)LAEE LB A IR D BBFR R L T —2eh BRAGIESE . (52-2) B4
KR, A YL AGEF—EWEWE AN B FEEWETHAS, SRR B TEERE LA

A, S A RN F A 2 BT R, B ATIE UL SR N R P A — AR E AT X R T i

(54 B —J L F TS L IRRA . B FiE S R e 5 H Rl E “80F "IHE K. B

A I BEER I AR

KR AUEREL ARFEURENBEFSHIETEENE. XHFMERLERY , W E LT 5
BT SARES) . B, Be0 56 E LR S5 st e 2 % LU (9 FTE B REA a7 80k “ @S e A

(GO T 2 2 5 X Y A AL , F T ZIEHE R4 R/ AR R B R I R, i

R EE, RELAESBRIGK MR B ST B XM R R AR R —/het . TR 5EAES)
HET - RWE %G A R WS 5B RR & 58 T WA 75 B8 T M IE
BRI P2, A B AT A e R A B o] it S e

Part [V Translation

The Loess Plateau is the third
largest plateau in China, with an area
of about 600,000 square kilometers and
an average altitude of 1, 000 — 2, 000
meters. Most of the plateau is covered
with 50 — 80 meters thick loess, which
has the most concentrated distribution
and the greatest thickness in the world.
This is a miracle created by nature,
and it is unique in the world.

The Loess Plateau is one of the
birthplaces of the Chinese nation. As
early as 5,500 years ago, people have
already started farming on the Loess
Plateau. With  the  continuous
development of  farming, the
population of the Loess Plateau
continued to increase, and it became
the political and economic center of
China during the Qin and Han
Dynasties. = Nowadays, with the
implementation of strategy for large-
scale development of western China,
the economy of the Loess Plateau
region has been developing rapidly.

Yellow River Basin 878 i
Yangtze River Basin T i
plain 3[R

water and soil loss 7K+ 2
soil erosion 1k

BEEFNERRER

L BN AT ELRIENEABEGER. AaEK, B LU

A=A —A], R E WA iR —a) . “ERT SR
JBTHINRF , BN AT LU EAR S 5 330 RE , SR A 1A with 5]
SRR R 7 2 2 E BT LA B 7E 43R covering F4r 1] with
S5 A FERIE, Bl covering an area of about 600,000 square
kilometers, with an average altitude of 1,000 — 2,000 meters. 7E
BIFRR WA, i LURSE BESCIHE  ¥E — iR e g AT,
AT A 4AT B 3%, Y and %32, B “Most of the plateau is
covered with 50 — 80 meters thick loess, and it is the region with
the most concentrated distribution and the greatest thickness of
loess in the world. ”,

. BB TR B R A B 0 A R R R R BEAE TSR b 4 A

o AAFRIE LR BRATE W20 T LU and 8,

AR RIERPERBRH R Z —, AR LB

58, T LA B He BR 25 1 SOARRE B

- BB IUAgRE AT 5 500 SERTREA IR TE B LR I Bkt BHIRAEIE

B AR R AR SE AT

C BHANAE LR EA O RBE L e Z R, BT

LMR S PRSGIRRE , 55— A~ 43 A0 R A ) S 1 ek R 9 07 5
JE TP AR Z AR S 7R, BHENT AT UM and HEEE,

- ERANAUTE L TESCHETS AR AT A NG S B R R S TR K TR

WA aRERER , HHE - 4 SR FT A SR F A 1A SR A A B
RIEHIT R BFE; 5B AT RS H RSO RE KBS 5 E
g v, d ] UM “ B+ 5 B X7 46 24 E1F, B the Loess Plateau
region has developed its economy rapidly,
&AL

i debris flow B4 Wi

' cave dwelling Z2if

| Ansai’s waist drums %SS!

+ a kind of Shanxi local melody g X iiF
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